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Meet Manitoba Crop Alliance’s 2024-25 high school bursary recipients

Rylan Wubbe (La Riviere, MB)

Rylan Wubbe grew up on the family farm outside of La Riviere, MB, and
is a third-generation farmer. From a young age, he was interested in the
farm and would always jump at the chance to accompany his dad and
grandfather in the field. He started off with simple tasks like picking
rocks, cleaning machinery and sweeping bins before taking on more
responsibilities as he got older, including spraying, combining, and
running the grain cart. This fall, he will be attending the University of
Manitoba to pursue a diploma in agriculture and hopes to continue on
with a degree in agronomy afterwards. He is excited to learn more about
farm management and soil sampling and hopes that this program will
provide him with the knowledge needed to implement safe and
sustainable practices on his farm.

Peyton Tolton (Kenton, MB)

Peyton Tolton was raised on his family farm south of Kenton, MB. He is
a sixth-generation farmer who developed a deep appreciation for
agriculture at a young age, feeding livestock, maintaining equipment and
working the fields alongside his family. Peyton was heavily involved in 4-
H as a member for 12 years and gained many life skills and contacts
from all over the world from the experience. He will follow in his three
siblings’ footsteps and attend the University of Saskatchewan this fall,
where he will take an agriculture diploma. Peyton believes this diploma
will help him build practical experience and gain technical skills in areas
like crop management, agribusiness, precision agriculture and
sustainable practices.
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Caroline Anne McConnell (Cromer, MB)

Caroline Anne McConnell grew up on a mixed farm south of Cromer,
MB, with approximately 2,000 acres of arable land and a 65-cow/calf
pair operation. Having had the opportunity to live on the farm for the
past 18 years — helping feed the cows, riding in the buddy seat of the
combine, cooking up a nice hot dinner to go out to the field or even
picking rocks — has allowed her to adapt, learn and appreciate the hard
work, time and dedication given by all her family members. In the fall,
Caroline will be attending the University of Saskatchewan, where she
will be working toward a bachelor of commerce with a major in
marketing. She plans on using the skills she obtains to bring attention
to and promote rural farms and towns such as her own. Following
completion of her schooling, Caroline hopes to continue supporting the
agriculture industry.

Taylor Unrau (Douglas, MB)

Taylor Unrau was raised on his family’s grain and cattle farm near
Douglas, MB, where he worked alongside his parents and
grandparents. From a young age, Taylor took on a wide range of
responsibilities, including cattle chores, yard maintenance, bin cleaning
and equipment servicing. As his experience grew, he moved into
various machinery operator roles, such as grain cart driver, water
hauler and land roller. Taylor was also an active member of the local 4-
H Beef Club. In his final semester of Grade 12, he enrolled in the high
school apprenticeship program, gaining valuable hands-on experience
in the field of heavy-duty mechanics. This fall, Taylor will be attending
Briercrest College to complete a one-year certificate in arts & science,
with a focus on business and computer courses. He plans to continue
his training in heavy-duty agricultural mechanics, combining practical
experience with academic knowledge to prepare for a future career in
the agricultural service industry.
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Dane Bergen (Carman, MB)

Dane Bergen grew up on his family’s farm near Carman, MB, where
they grow oats, canola, soybeans and corn. He has been involved from
a young age, helping wherever and whenever he could — from running
the grain cart during harvest to lending a hand during planting. Working
alongside his dad has shaped his passion for agriculture and taught him
the importance of hard work and problem-solving. This fall, he will
attend Olds College in Alberta to study agricultural production and
agricultural mechanics. He hopes his education will give him the
practical and technical skills to benefit and manage the family farm in
the future.

Elizabeth Woodason (Erickson, MB)

Elizabeth Woodason spent much of her childhood helping out around
her family’s grain farm near Erickson, MB. Whether it was helping to
build a storage shed, bringing warm meals to the field or riding
alongside her mom in dusty combines and eventually learning to
operate them herself, Elizabeth has been involved in the family farm as
long as she can remember. Through her experiences on the farm, she
grew an appreciation for agriculture and all the effort that goes into
farming. In the fall of 2025, Elizabeth will begin working towards a
bachelor of science at the University of Manitoba. She plans to use her
| education to combine her interest in genetics with her desire to
contribute to agriculture by developing better crop varieties.
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