
Determining Final Plant Stands in Corn 
 

Corn producers are encouraged to take the time and evaluate their final plant stands as plants 
emerge and develop through early leaf stages. 

Did You Hit Your Plant Stand Target or Miss it?  

To determine plant population or stand, count the number of corn plants in a row length equal to 
1/1000 acre. Multiply that number by 1000 to get the number of plants per acre.  Do this several 
times in a field to get a representative sample. 

• In a 30-inch row spacing, count the plants in a 17’4″ row. 
• 20-inch row spacing, count the plants in a 26’1″ row. 
• 22-inch row spacing, count the plants in a 23’8″ row. 

Now compare the final plant populations achieved to what you intended to plant, i.e. calculate your 
attrition losses.  If losses range up to 10% or more, investigate the reasons.  Was germination 
impacted by cold, wet soils? Did insects like wireworms or cutworms impact final plant 
stands?  Identifying the cause(s) behind the losses is important.  It can help determine whether 
changes in your planting operation or agronomic decisions may improve the odds of good stand 
establishment in the future. 
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