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2021 Sunflower Variety Performance Trials 
 
 

The Manitoba Sunflower Variety Performance Trials (VPT) were organized and conducted by the Manitoba 
Crop Alliance (MCA) in co-ordination with Manitoba Agriculture and Resource Development (MARD). 2021 
was the 15th year that these trials have been coordinated and serve to continue as an important tool for 
sunflower growers for generating 3rd party, impartial hybrid performance data within Manitoba. The trials 
included hybrids that are either commercially available and registered within Canada or new hybrids that 
are being considered for registration.  In 2021, the MCA coordinated the VPTs at 4 locations within the 
province:  Carberry, Elm Creek, Melita and Rossendale. 
 
The 2021 growing season was dry for the majority of the growing season. The trials were all initially planted 
the first part of May, but due to herbicide damage at the Elm Creek location the trials were replanted on 
June 4. The smaller seeded oilseed hybrids seemed to germinate and emerge more evenly than the larger 
seeded confection hybrids, creating more plant population variability in the confection trial. Variability was 
noted throughout the season due to the previous crop residue and soil moisture availability. Birds did not 
seem to be much of an issue in the trials this year. Both the Melita and Carberry locations desiccated the 
trials prior to harvesting. All the trials were harvested, but due to a high CV the confection trial data at 
Carberry was not published.   
 
A big “Thank-you” to all the producers, seed companies and site contractors that provided the land for the 
trials, seed of the hybrids being tested, and the hard work conducting the trials and generating the trial 
results. 
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